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While clearing out their
home office, designer
Kristan Cunningham and
flancé Scott Jarrell—along
with their Yorkshire terrier
Floyd—collapse on a pile
of fabric samples Kristan
has been collecting for
future decorating projects.
'Seott hates the clutter of
he office," Kristan says.
4%} want to make the place
50 appealing he'll come
5 L . down to hang out. I'll get
é;, _ a TV and video games if
L I have to!”
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LEFT: Homeowners Kristan and Scott prepare to clear out

bookcazes that hold Kristan's design resources, ABOVE: Kristan
evaluates fabric samples that she's been saving for possible

or Kristan Cunningham, a hardworking home office is a
necessity. Not only does she spend dozens of hours a
week planning projects for the HGTV program Design on
da Dime, but she also films a portion of each episode
along with teammates Spencer Anderson and Dave
Scheinkopl—in the space. These demands call for an
exceptionally efficient, stylish home office

Kristan and hiancé Scott Jarrells home office was
onginally an entry-level 15x14-loot potting studio. *Our
house is built into a hill. Everyone enters on this level and
walks past this room, then heads on up to the main living
space,” Kristan says, Thireen-loot ceilings impart a
spacious feel to the room, but cinder-block walls with no
windows gave it a utilitardan leel. Aggregate [loors
concrete set with |1-"::'!1]-;3—'-.1.'-;|-,_' altractive butl not
practical. "My stool wouldn' roll on it!" Kristan says

Kristan wanted to create a space that organizes all her
work materials, while also providing a conlerencelike
space suitable tor shooting segments of the show
Additionally, because Kristan spends so much time
working at home, she wanted to make the space attractive
and inviting so that Scott would feel comfortable sharing
the space with her. “I'll buy video games for this room if |
have 10,” Kristan says

[o put their plans in action, Kristan and Scott lined two
adjacent walls with inexpensive, ready-10-assemble office

cabinets. "These cabinets prety much swallow anyvthing |
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toss their way,” Knstan says. She uses plastic bins to
corral cans of paint, adhesive, small items, and things
that could potentially leak. Kristan arranged the stock
cabinet components to reach 8 feet up the walls with a
38-inch counter-height line that leads the eye to the
same-height work surface she and Scoit created from a

stretch of eream-color laminated fiberboard mounted

on tubular steel legs. Her freestanding drafting table is
at the same height for additional continuity:

All the stools are on casters and fit at any ol the work
surlaces, Now when Scott takes care of the couples
linances and needs Kristans input, a shove ol his stool
to wherever she is working is all it takes for a quick
conlerence. “1 prefer stools and counter height to
chairs and desk height,” Kristan explains. *On a stool,
I'm relaxed and nearly standing so its easy to come and
go Irom the surlace. In a chair, I'm settled in, and all
that getting up and sitting down takes more effort!

Finally, the pigce de résistance is Knstans take on the
standard bulletin board—a bright orange 8xB-loo
wall behind her drafting table. The expansive surlace 15
composed ol 2x4-loot pieces ol liberboard, each
topped with cork and tightly wrapped in felt. The
pieces are mounted in two rows ol four on the wall
with industrial adhesive, creating an elongated grid
elfect similar to the pattern of wall stone installed in the

homes bathrooms (see Do It Yoursell®, Winter 2004




While yvou may not be an interior designer like Kristan
Cunningham=—who also uses her hardworking office as
a shoot location for portions of Design on a Dime
episodes—you may do all or part of your work at home.
Or you may desire a space to be creative: writing,
wrapping presents, crafting, quilting, or making art.

Figure out how you work and what will help you, then
you can fine-tune it all to look good. Get inspired with
some advice from Kristan

| he 1mpol ce ol Tocus. "l need to be able to
focus on one job—even though I'm usually preparing
two or three projects at any given time" Kristan
explains. "All the fabrics and accessories live in my office
until they appear on the show When a 'shabby chic’
project gets mixed up with a ‘retro’ project, my head
starts to explodel QOur focus was to make lots of
versatile space behind doors to store everything that's

not being worked on at that moment. For that moment,

LEFT: Before the remodeling, the office

workspace. ABOVE: For her work area,
Kristan needed more easy-to-accass
storage coordinated for a polished look.
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| need big spaces on which to lay things out—that’s
where the conference table, counter, drafting table, and
even the floor come in." And then when it's time to work
on another project, Kristan simply shoves Project One’s
pieces into the cabinets and rolls out Project Two

Kristan is a visual person who
needs to see all her design options in front of her before
she makes final decisions. Key to her process are two
big piles. "In choosing the elements for a project, |
overshop. | come home with sheet sets and fabric
samples and curtain panels and then start editing. One
wrong fabric can throw me completely, but switching
out another might mean the first discard comes back
into play. | need lots of clean space around the piles so |
can spread out photos. samples, and the like. Having
averything arcund me nudges me to dig a little deeper
for even better design solutions.”
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was functional but lacked adequate storage
and soft elements to make a comfortable
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Kristan's planning segments
with Design on a Dime
teammates Spencer
Anderson and Dave
Scheinkopf are shot In tlx
conference area, The k_,
functional space is also
where she does her sewing
for the show, The table (s
an antigue Kristan and
Scott have owned for some
time; the Eames chairs were
picked up for a song at a
prop sale.
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ABOVE LEFT: Kristan chose a mix of open shelving and componants with doors from a line of ready-to-assemble
office cabinets to hold her design materials and tools. "Open and door-fronted pleces are much cheaper than
those with drawers,” she says. "They're also more versatile.” Pretty stuff goes on the open shelves. Behind the
doors, see-through tubs organize glues, paints, and cutting devices, much like drawers but with more flexibility.
ABOVE RIGHT: Scott's work area is an L-shape counter that lines up with the cabinets and stretches around the
corner. Bright orange bill sorters and organizers add pops of color, as do the robin's egg blue magnetic memo
boards and paperweights, and the spunky orange-ball clock (a reproduction of George Melson's design).

LEFT: Kristan uses check-minder strips to hang her floor plans within view of her desk without putting holes in
them. Look for similar strips at restaurant-supply stores; they're used in restaurant kitchens to post meal orders
OPPOSITE LEFT: Kristan's drafting table bellies up to her massive orange felt-covered tackboard, which holds
clusters of notes, clippings, and samples. It"s a bold focal point that works hard, too. The rolling cart {called a
taboret) and side-mounted organizer keep design tools close at hand; a waste can holds T-squares and rulers.
QPPOSITE RIGHT: An inexpensive refrigerator and open cabinet topped with countertop and coffeemaker
compose a snack spot in the oMfice corner. The snack center helps separate work and home life because now
Kristan and her design team don't need to hike upstalrs ta the kitehen for refreshments
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Remaodeling projects are a senes of complex choices. As Kristan Cunningham and Scott Jarrell can attest,

Ehese cholces requirg research, compromise, and humor

HARDWOOD FLOORS FROM A S5AVYY S0OURCE. Krstan and Scoftt purchased Brazilan walnut
hardwood flooring for their office from Lumber Liquidators, a savvy source if you have more taste than
pucget. Lumber Liguidators buys odd lots of hardwood and other floor ng and then salis these matenals to
the publiic at a considerable savings—up o hall off standara prices. [he catch? You need (o be open-rmindec
n terms of selection. Tell store personnel how much Hoori g you need; your nrst, second, and third choices,
and your priorities (wood varety, plank width, and 5o on). They then tell you what is on hand. "If you dream
of a specific exotic wood, you may not get that particular variety,” Kristan says, "but you usually get something
nitty with a similar look that you wouldn't otherwise be able to afford.” Lumber Liguidators has stores in many
LS, states and can consull with you over the pnons, HCI[_‘._.-":'.E;F;-F_% Aia, or online at www lumberliguidators.com
DOING DRYWALL. :.:'r‘:..".-‘-.'e:l ing the two walls not lined with cabinets improved the space in several ways, "We
added more electrical outlats; not possible to do unconcealed with the concrete walls” Kristan S4yE The
drywall keeps sound from bouncing around, which is key when vou tape a TV show here. And finally, the drywal
adds a greater sense of finished space so that yvou aren't 50 aware that yvou're in a basement.” Some exposed
cinder block remains “for a bit of texture and 0 that you don't forget that vou're in a basement” she says
THE LIGHT APPROACH. Kristan and Scott lit their windowless office with recessed halogen can lights in the
13-foot ceiling: three for each wall, all controlled by a single dimmer switch, “We installed can lights in the
celling far encugh from the wall that they can illurminate the space in front of the cabinets,” Knstan 5ays For
task work, she uses a "bright, obnoxious™ flexible-arm drafting lamp that can be pulled close or pushed away

The couple installed a fixed-length globe pendant over the conference table, anchoring the area
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REMODELING

COur master bedroom lolt is very near livable, though we're not living in it yet. Our new bed is

from an lalian manufacturer, and the lead time is what 1t 15, Having the loft finished bt not

being able 10 sleep in it vet 1s kind of like telling a kid that Santa has come, all the Presents are
WRATLLELE? '.:'."".'l N&1AIrs .'.i'.l.! VO CAI L'} il'.ll'\-_ Al '.'LI'.'Il- -'.'l'i' 1163 -.'I:'II_'II':'._ '_: Salk '-!I"_ i'!ill" 117 LELEe BT a9ain
is going to be very gratilving—like we've just conquered a dragon!

In the meantime_ seeing the floors finished UPSEAIrs makes 1S so eager 1o gel going downsiairs
They've given the room a formal, dressed-up atitude that we always felt the house lacked. The
original carpet was comlorable to live with, but we ententain a lot and prefer a more polished
overall look. Now with light bouncing off the walnut floors, the place seems to say, I'm special

i1 know this because 1 was having a conversation with the floors just the other day

Eureka! We're moving on! Our project leader, Romas, and his crew have begun the tedious
process of removing the old laminate on the cabinet face frames and putting down the new
glossy creamy white matenial for the kitchen and downstairs guest bathroom. We know what

he linished product will look like as we've installed the new materials in the loft already, bu

| think the ditference it will make on the main [loor is huege

1 L 1
The new face frames are moving along—slowly but surely. This process is even more labor
.
; . 2 : .
ntensive than we'd realized. The exisung lace frames must be heated with a blow-dryer-type
thine  peeled away i s 11 i and then the matenal left undemeath is sanded and prenpecd

lor the new laminate. Then new sinps are cut from Formica sheets. contact-cemented in |'.|_|-_1'

Il :|”.|;=1- LE l"-.'l'.i.'.'l!'lll'l" COPES Aare Sandaec -\.'l'.-\.'l‘-ulll'-.l'::::'_ 11 SLETf S I‘.'. TICH ITSLLEES I||'_'

. | ENEN { 3 e e e
WiE IE NEYED SO DY a Dair and |-.'.I'w. ITE -I_I|1|‘;:.I|-_'|..|i N L |

Lintormunately, we need to shitt our focus for a few weeks. There are only a lew opportunities

cduring the duration ol the remodel in which the necessary tradespeople are available. Flus, we

have 1o juggle Desien on a Dimes shooting schedule with the office remodel because we film the
design meeting segment of the show in our home office. We had alwavs planmed on redoing

the alfice furnther down the road . but wath the mrage aken over with marenals and shoot oavs

i getting scheduled, 1 need a place 1o work and store all myv show stul]
ol and 1 have cleared out my ollice and stacked e eryvihing 1n the storage room. ['m
- 1 . o 5 B - - i » 1 u -, 1 1 N
surprised at how sad this portion of the remodel is making me feel—partially because I'n
: parting with all my lavorite stull for a while, bt also because this room is my haven. We
1 1 . . - ' . | -
left my dralting table set up, but we've already started demolition, and I'm finding it hard

1o o closwn ancd st in that dhirtiness and actmaally wiork

o e 1l ' o I : I e vk Fruale Al i s | e o wehale

l"' AT I "'....I LM SUre § Can ive Wiioul some Of myy Lo0s ancd resounrce Doonks II I a Wil
towy. Its just knowing that Lean get toall of ic 1 think I'm having separation anxiety. What il the

, 1
INSTHEALION CCCSSATY 1O -.|=."~I'_'LII the next [ SiEr om o Lhme [es m an ald ITHIELEFEAZINEG il the bottom

ol a pile on |i'|_' SLOPAL™ OOm Hescsr?

[he olhice is moving rght along, We only have three weeks allotted lor it. (We shot a desien

" - | "
meeinyg Lne dav belore the |.|.."|'|.|E|I:|'.|! D 0AN |.| [Lave Qe -.||;_-.-.!||.'--| 1017 the dav alie
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completion.) This room is pretty straightforward: The walls are cinder block, and the floor an__

unfinished aggregate. The plan is 1o drop the ceiling by a foot to accommodate new recessed

fixures, install new wood floors, and drywall two sides of the room. The other two exterior

walls are up against the hillside (15 a basement room? and cannot be drywalled. These two
_exterior walls will always need to be monitored for mosture, especially dunng rainy season,

and placing drywall on them could cause maold.

My design had 10 work around this issue. I've always envisioned a sort of library comer

back there, with cabinets going from floor to ceiling; something warm and encompassing

to place the antique table in as a little conference area. My design was further comphicated

by the [act that custom cabinetry was going 10 be way too expensive and 1ake far too long

1o fabricate given the amount of storage | envisioned. 5o [ started looking at modern kiichen For the office, we scored
cabinets, hoping 1o find prefab uniis that 1 could stack over and over side by side 1o create these vintage classroom
_something very modular. Additionally, we need 10 anach the units 1o 3-inch ledgers. which are g

attached directly to the wall. (This creates an air pocket between the wall and the cabinetry,
eliminating the possibility of the cabinets being damaged by moistuee.) Going all the way 1o the
cetling would mean we couldnt momtor the backs onee they're screwed in place.

My solution to the above-menuoned problems has come down o one udy system: modular
office cabinetry from [kea, capable of heing stacked up 1o 7 feet lugh with lots of readily available
components 10 choose from. Now, | just have 10 tweak the design that | started with based on
the sizes available. Working within a linshed room size, this gets a lintle tricky. The components
have 1o be combined in such a way that the overall width adds up 1o my wall size and creates
the look of a custom wall of built-ins. The good news is that [ ean buy mysell an inch or two by
adjusting the ledger depth. So back w the drawang board | go!

July 18

| inally have the office cabimelry ordered. Alter a few sethacks, the end result is going to be
better than what [ was aiming for initially. A band of cabinetry with doors will make
up the bottom portion, open cabinetry through the middle, and a final door-clad
band at the top. This gives me usable concealed storage space and open space for
resource books and decorative items. Open storage is key for filming design meetings
in the office because the space needs 1o be a little more decorative. :

BLET [ VRS

Now that the office is looking more pulled together, Romas and his guys,
__Vincente and Adolph, are staning 1o tackle some of the finish carpentry
upstairs again. Installation of baseboards has started in the loft as well as
____finishing the pocket doors. The baseboards wound up being a design
detail that ook Romas and me forever 1o decide upon. The house was originally
. basehoardless, and 1 didn't want 10 add a fussy detail and ruin the clean look.

We talked about a small shoe-molding detail—just enough to cover the

space between the hardwood and the drywall, which is necessary in case

of expansion. This seemed 100 small in scale. So alter much discussion and

~ . stalling, 1 decided on ¥i-inch medium-density fiberboard, ripped into 4-
i inch-high lengths with a slightly eased edge. This creates a clean line, without

mlessly into all of the cabinetry toe-kicks. We're going to paint the baseboards, and going with
_keeps the cost down and makes it readily available—two concepts that I'm crazy about!

Continusd on page 100
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August 2

Eddie has removed all of the kitchen doors and drawers to begin
the fabneation of new ones. And guess who doesn't miss the
orignal lavender lammate one hit? This girl,

Obviously the leok right now 15 ene of pure clutter
Everything that lives in those eabineis is now in the living ream.
Mothing makes vou realize that vou should clear out last vears
Thanksgving stuffing boxes like having w0 all on display This
alse means that we need to order appliances soon, or Scoll and

I will held up the installaton of the doors and drawers.

August 8

Romas aned has crew are sull hammering away at all the small bu
enormoeushy imponant stulfl. IS amazing how the small detals
start 1o make vou feel hike vou're really gething somewhere,

1 lnow that I've said this m the past, bt [ ean't stress enough
how imponant a good foreman 15 on a remedeling project
Remas is always more than game o explore oplions that may
i be the easiest, bul are either more effective aesthetically or
more gost-efhoient—all of which ensures that Scott and | are
happy homeowners. Vineente and Adelph are the first people |
see 1 the morning—iao their dismay, 'm sure—and il Seott and
| have to share our home and coflee Lime with someone every
morning, then we could do much worse than these smiling
taces, And best of all, | teel that these guvs do evervthing the way
they would in their own homes. Thats the most vou can hope
lor as a homeowner. {Even if s because | bribe them with soda

and hamburgers!)

August 15

Exterior painuing has stanted . Boy, this pan isn'l going 1o he [un.
Ihe stucen is sucking up pant, and the result is quite patchy
This is one ol these nights where Scot and [ say 1o each other,
“Stop looking around, step wrving to create solutions. lets just
go oul to dinner and not look at it anymaowe.”

Mote 1o sell Food is necessary to live. Lite doesnt revolve

around stuece.

September 2

We'ne working on the floors agan, with Scott and me working
on the weekends and the guys keeping up the pace on weekdays.
I'he carpet is being ripped up in seciions as we go, so theres
never really a day that we get w say, “Wow, look a these
beavuitul, lully installed floors.” But each new day, theres a larger,
mene granlying section of glossy walnut, and this 15 of course

when the floors start telling me again how special they are. .
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September 5

The Design on a Dime production schedule has been hectic, b

fortunately, our production assistant, Kelly, helps keep things

under contral by retuming items and shopping for the show
Sinee I've run out of reotm in my car and at home 1o store all the
stufl for the show, Kelly now has her SUV full with curtains,
pillows, and so on, while mine is full of the same. \We meet in
parking leis during the day so that we can exchange stuff and
keep shopping and moving lorward for the upcomnung shows

Adding 1o the stress, my eammates on the show are busy
with their own remodeling projects. Spencer just purchased his
first home, and Dave 15 restoning an investment property. They're
bpoth doimg almest all the work themselves. 1ts the Design on a
Dime way!

Through it all, 5cott has been able 1w get phone calls and
c-mails done in the morning at work. For the most part. hes
been able 10 schedule his hours around being at the house when
he needs 1o, [ think the best advice that Seott and 1 could give 15
e he aware of what you're gewing vourself inte with a
remodechng project, and make sure that vour hife will work
around . And il all else fails, hope 10 goodness that all the
people in yvour life will help get vou through !

September 8

Apphances have arnved, are being installed, and—oops'—
theres a teeny-weeny problem. The oven, although its made by
the same manufacturer as the ariginal unit, is sithing out o far.
Although 1 reviewed the dimensions of the new oven belore
ordernng, 1 hadnt pulled out the exisung unit and didn realize
that the original model accommodated the downdraft, wath the
vent sitting flush with the countenop. The new one 15 only
s mch off and works with a dewndraft as well, but we kept the
old one and s placement made all the difierenee. The obvieus
solution would be to move the downdralt back mto the cabine:
hox a hair Although theres room to do this, the stone
countertops are already swung in the kichen, cutows i place,
ready to be installed. This would mean purchasing a new slab
and refabricating the entire countertop, So no way!

Alter much lrustranen, Seve. Romas, Scotl, and [ came up
with a truly beauutul soluion. The bump-owt difference 1o be
addressed is ¥ inch, and that just happens 1o be the thickness
of our doors and drawers. Romas tabricated and insialled a faux
door and drawer around the oven and, voila! The dewail i just
so cool and the new oven lis in seamlessly. Whew! Another

design problem salved,



